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ACE Progress

33% faster truck 
processing 
with ACE

More than 630,000 
Simplified Entries 

filed

More than 44% 
of entry summaries 

filed and 76% of 
duties and fees 
collected in ACE

Reduced courier/printing 
costs saving 

each participant 
~$900K/year

9 PGAs receiving
data via ACE
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Date Mandatory Requirement Time Remaining

May 1, 2015 Mandatory use of ACE for electronic

import and export manifest

7 months

November 1, 2015 Mandatory use of ACE for electronic 

Cargo Release and related Entry 

Summary filings 

13 months

October 1, 2016 Mandatory use of ACE for all 

remaining portions of the CBP cargo 

process

24 months
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Mandatory Dates for Transition to ACE



High Level ACE Deployment Schedule
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Full schedule available at cbp.gov/ace
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ACE/Automated Export System (AES)

AES Re-Engineering (Commodity Filing)

 March 22, 2014 - ACE/AES was deployed to the new ACE 

platform.  

 The existing AES post-departure filing option (option 4) is

available on the new ACE/AES platform for existing and 

approved option 4 filers. 

 The AES legacy system was retired in April 2014.

 CBP is now decrementing from the license value provided 

by the trade for DDTC license type 05.
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ACE/AES Census Regulatory Changes
The re-engineered AES included the following enhancements 

for Census Bureau regulatory changes:

 Post-departure filing times changed from ten (10) to five (5) 

calendar days from the date of exportation

 Added Ultimate Consignee Type and License Value

 Foreign Trade Zone Identifier increased from five to seven 

alpha-numeric characters

On April 3, 2014 Census issued a Foreign Trade Regulation 

(FTR) letter delaying enforced compliance for these changes.

 An additional 180 day “informed compliance” period from 

April 5 to October 2, 2014.

 The system is rejecting filings with  these fields missing and 

is replying with a fatal error.
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ACE/AES Advance Export Information 

(AEI)

On January 31, 2014 - Census & CBP/OFO issued a Federal 

Register Notice (FRN) to announce the AEI pilot and define 

eligibility requirements and details on the pilot.  

The AEI filing option:

 Requires the filing of 10-12 data elements pre-departure 

with the remaining data elements to be filed 5 days after 

export. 

 Selected trade members are currently testing the new AEI 

process and will be starting their piloting of the new filing 

option this fall.
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ACE/AES and AES Direct

In keeping with the President’s Executive Order and the single 

window concept, the ACE AES functionality is being enhanced to 

support existing AES Direct filing options. This functionality is 

being developed over the next year and will support the following 

in ACE:

• ACE Exporter Accounts

• AES Trade Reports

• ACE Portal filings of Electronic Export Information



10

ACE Export Manifest 
 CBP is building an electronic export manifest process for the various modes 

of transportation (Air, Ocean, Rail, Truck) to eliminate costly and time 

consuming paper processes in place today.

 These export manifest developments will be rolled out as pilots over the next year 

pending publication of a final regulation change removing paper filing as an option 

and allowing for filing electronically by the trade.

 Air export manifest is currently being coded for a tentative fall 2014 pilot 

which will be announced as part of a Federal Register Notice (FRN).  

 The capability has been coded in the industry standard message sets of Cargo-

IMP 32nd Edition and CBP is currently coding an XML Unified Multi-Modal 

Manifest Message set for use with all four MOTs. 

 CBP will code for XML IATA 2nd Edition, and possibly for an AIR CAMIR manifest 

version.

 Currently a draft version of a possible Air CAMIR export manifest is published on 

the website and this will be updated as soon as possible with additional guidance 

on the two additional message sets above. (Cargo-IMP, and XML Unified Multi-

Modal Manifest Message Set.)
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ACE Export Manifest – cont’d
 Ocean export manifest will be coded for a tentative early 2015 pilot and will 

be announced as part of a FRN prior to being implemented. It is being coded 

to the current ANSI X12 message set and the Ocean CAMIR message set. 

 There is also a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) posted along with the 

instructional guidelines on the CBP website. http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/export-

manifest

 Rail export manifest will be coded for a tentative early 2015 pilot and will be 

announced as part of a FRN prior to being implemented. It is being coded to 

the industry standard ANSI X12 message set.  

 Truck export manifest is still being discussed and guidance will be released 

once plans for this functionality are completed.  

http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/export-manifest


Benefits • ACE will provide advance validation of the Internal Transaction 

Number (ITN) that will link the manifest and commodity filings.

• ACE will provide advance notice of holds prior to loading.

• ACE will automate the closing out of the in-bond transaction with 

one departure message. 

Pilots • Federal Register Notice (FRN) will be published soliciting trade 

participants for export manifest pilots for all modes.

• Rolled out similar to ACE Cargo Release – beginning with  limited 

carriers, limited ports.

• Air, ocean and rail export manifest pilots will be operational and 

available by May 2015 when all electronic export manifests must 

be filed in ACE.

• Air export manifest pilot – Target: Fall 2014

• Ocean export manifest pilot – Target: Early 2015

• Rail export manifest pilot – Target: Early 2015

• Truck export manifest pilot – Target: TBD
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ACE Export Manifest Highlights
ACE export manifest will provide the ability for trade to file and CBP to process 

electronic export manifests.
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Export Manifest Programming 

Requirements

 Air export manifest  will support Cargo Imp Message Set, XML and if 

needed, Air CAMIR.

 Rail export manifest will support ANSI X12 7010 standard as posted 

on cbp.gov.

 Ocean export manifest will support existing transaction sets for ANSI 

X12 and CAMIR.

 Truck export manifest IGs are being drafted and will be posted on 

cbp.gov as soon as available.

 CBP is working on a draft proposed unified XML version for export 

manifest inclusive of all modes (air, ocean, rail and truck) that will be 

provided to the trade as soon as possible. 
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ACE Export Manifest 
 Draft Export Manifest Implementation Guidelines Posted to 

cbp.gov:

 Draft Air Export Manifest – CAMIR

 Draft Ocean Export Manifest – CAMIR

 Draft Ocean Export Manifest – X12

 Draft Export Rail Manifest – X12

 Link

 http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/export-manifest

http://www.cbp.gov/trade/ace/export-manifest


Questions?
http://cbp.gov/ace

askACE@cbp.dhs.gov 
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